EELIGIOUS COUBTSHIP.                      321
knows how to make mantuas, cut hair, clear-starch, and the like; and when it comes to the trial, acknowledges she does not understand any of them, or only this, and not that, as it happens. Why should not this maid be punished, as well as she that, pretending to be honest, proves a thief?
Aunt. No, child; she does deserve to be ill used: but the case differs as to a thief; for she is punishe not for pretending honesty, and deceiving me in th character, but for her actual theft and robbing me of my goods.
Sec. Niece. Well, madam, then the punishment should differ too. I do not say she should be hanged, but I think she should be punished, however, some way or other.
Fir. Niece. We have ways to punish such a servant, and all servants too, if all mistresses would be just to themselves, and to one another. We might make up the deficiency of the law in that case to ourselves very easily, and the want of doing ourselves justice is the thing I complain of.
Aunt. How would you make it up ?
Fir. Niece. Why, madam, whenever any such servant came to me, I would be sure to turn her away again, with all the resentment that her behaviour required; and when she sent any future mistress to me for a character, I would do her justice.
Sec. Niece. You should say, sister, that you would do the gentlewoman justice, who came to inquire of you about her.
Aunt, Why truly, you put it right there, niece.
Sec. Niece. Indeed, madam, that is the foundation of all the grievances we are under about servants, that we make no conscience of doing one another justice, when we make inquiries after the character of another's servant,
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